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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING 2023  

AGENDA 

1. Opening Devotion 

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Approval of Annual Meeting 2022 Minutes 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

5. Elections 

6. Staff, Council, and Committee Reports 

7. Old Business 

8. New Business 

 i. Building Fund Motion 

9. 2024 Budget Approval 

10. Closing Prayer and Hymn 

11. Next Annual Meeting 

 i. January 26, 2025, After Worship 
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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING 

In Person & Via Zoom 

January 29, 2023 
 

Attendance: List of people attending the 2022 Annual Meeting available at the church office. A quorum of 58  

people was reached. 
 

Call to Order: Council President Wendy Goodheart called the meeting to order at 11:28 am. 
 

Devotions: Hymn – Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart 
 

Approval of the Agenda: 

Wendy Goodheart presented the agenda for the 2022 Annual Meeting and asked that the agenda be amended by 

moving the Hymn from the Closing Prayer and Hymn to Devotions at the beginning of Annual Meeting. A motion  

was made by Molly Johnson, seconded by Rhonda Sappington, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried. 
 

Approval of the 2021 Annual Meeting Minutes: 

The minutes of the 2021 Annual Meeting, held January 23, 2022, are included in the annual report, pgs. 11-12. A  

motion was made by Melissa Sider, seconded by Danny Quanbeck, to approve the 2021 Annual Meeting minutes  

as presented. Motion carried. 

Included in the annual report, pg.13, are the minutes from the Special Congregational Meeting held April 3, 2022,  

in person and via Zoom, to extend a Pastoral Call. A motion was made by Melissa Sider, seconded by Lisa  

Donovan, to approve the Special Congregational Meeting minutes from April 3, 2022, for extending a Pastoral  

Call to Pastor Seth Rumage. Motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Steve Frank presented the 2022 financials, pgs. 36-37, reporting total Unrestricted Offering Revenues of 

$269,150.66, with total Expenses of $251,779.73 for a Net Income of $18,360.53 for the 2022 year. The budget  

overage in the category Congregational Life is because of the moving expenses to Montana from Idaho paid for  

Pastor Seth and his family. The budget overage in Abundant Life is from a 3-year renewal for our Peace Web Site 

versus a yearly renewal, saving us a considerable amount. With no further discussion, a motion was made by Bob 

Peterson, seconded by Rhonda Sappington, to approve the Treasurer’s 2022 Yearly report submitted by Steve  

Frank. Motion carried. 
 

Elections: The Nominating Committee presented the following ballot - 
  

 Council: 

 There are 6 two-year positions being nominated to serve on the council; Bob Bakko, Clarice Beery, Lisa  

 Donovan, Julie Draeger, Molly Johnson and Sue Vigesaa have agreed to serve a two-year term  on the   

 council. Ann Barsness has agreed to serve a one-year term on the council. There were no additional  

 nominations from the floor. 
 

 Board & Committees: The following names are presented as Committee Members: 

 St. John’s Ministries) 2-Year Term; Holli Miller 

 Christikon) 3-Year Term; Katrina Rumage 

 Luther’s Lodge) 2-Year Term; Pastor Seth Rumage, Rhonda Heidner 

 Endowment Committee) 3-Year Term; Dave Draeger, Melissa Sider 

 Shepherd Cluster) 2-Year Term; Joan Brown, Deb Sider 

 Synod Assembly) 1-Year Term; Connie Hausauer, Clarice Beery 

 Nominating Committee) 3 nominees from the floor, Dewey Anderson, Steve Frank, Rhonda  

 Sappington and 2 outgoing council members (none of whom served on the 2022 nominating  

 committee) 

 Mutual Ministry Committee); Mike Brown, Holli Miller, Bob Peterson, Sharon Schatzke, Chuck Sider 
 

A motion was made by Ione Bloom, seconded by Rhonda Heidner, to accept the voting ballet as presented.  

Motion carried. 
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Staff, Council, and Committee Reports: 

*President Wendy Goodheart expressed how great it is to be back together in person as a congregation, celebrating our 

church community at Peace Lutheran. 

*Bernie Mason presented data on how busy our Food Pantry has become in the last two-three months. Cash donations 

are always wonderful, greatly appreciated and food items as well. Also needed are grocery bags to be used by people 

taking food home. 

*Holli Miller asked everyone to look at the Congregational Life Committee board outside of the sanctuary which details 

the monthly serving committees. Please indicate any changes you might need to make on the board and contact me or  

anyone on the Congregational Life Committee for more information. 

*Pastor Seth Rumage highlighted some of the information contained in his written report, pgs. 14-15 of the Annual Re-

port. Pastor Seth and his family came to Peace Lutheran in May of 2022, the Beginning of Something Beautiful. The new  

council will have a retreat in early 2023 that focuses specifically on short-, medium- and long-term planning in our minis-

try and on finances. We will be talking all year long about stewardship, financial giving, time, energy. This congregation 

is really great at moving this way already. Let’s just fine tune some things, and find ways to do what we are doing, even  

better. We are working in the office to gather updated information from our members that will help us make corrections 

on our membership list and a new church directory. Pastor Seth highlighted information on financial resources assis-

tance available through the ELCA to help Peace move forward with some much-needed building maintenance. We could 

also look at additions/changes to the church proper that could improve our ministry in our community and to each other. I 

am so excited to be casting a vision for Peace Lutheran.  
 

Old Business: 

None 
 

New Business: 

1. Peace Lutheran Gun Safety Policy, pgs. 23-24 – This has already been approved by the Council. 

2. Peace Lutheran Gift Acceptance Policy, pgs. 25-29 – This is a relatively new policy developed by Pastor Seth, Steve 

Frank and Jeff Murray. This policy is designed for the purpose of outlining what types of property may be considered as 

gifts for supporting God’s church above and beyond mission support and how decisions are made for their use. A 

 discussion on definition of gifts, the dollar value of said gifts, the tithe amount Peace Lutheran will make on these gifts 

(30% of substantial gifts will go toward the mission of the church), and where that tithe amount goes, provided valuable 

information on the intent of the new Gift Policy. We also discussed what would be needed to change a continuing  

resolution if that was necessary, however, nothing in the Gift Policy contradict the Peace Lutheran Church constitution. 

With no further discussion needed, a motion was made by Muriel Overstreet, seconded by Holli Miller, to accept the 

Peace Lutheran Gift Acceptance Policy. Motion carried. 
 

Approval of Budget: 

Steve Frank presented the proposed budget for 2023, pgs. 34-35. Of note is the Church Maintenance line increase, 

which is because of air condition unit upgrades needed. It was noted that Lawn Care and Snow Removal is budgeted 

under Service Agreements. A motion was made by Melissa Sider, seconded by Bryan Peterson, to combine the Office 

Manager Insurance Offset budget line item with the Office Manager Pension budget line item, titling the new budget line 

item as Office Manager Pension & Medical and combining the funds to reflect the line item changes. After some  

discussion for clarification, motion carried. A motion was made by Julie Draeger, seconded by Melissa Sider, to increase 

the 2023 raise for the Youth Director from 3% to 5%, making the Youth Director Salary on the 2023 budget $28,131.00 

and the Youth Director Pension & Medical on the budget $8,526.00. Motion carried. A motion was made by Julie  

Draeger, seconded by Melissa Sider, to change the Auto/Pastoral line item on the budget to Auto/Staff. Motion carried. 

The idea to hire a Van Driver for the church van was brought up and after some discussion on why a driver is needed, a 

motion was made by Sylvia Peterson, seconded by Melissa Sider, to have the Abundant Life Committee research the 

need for this action, bringing their findings to the council for discussion, after which the item would be brought to the  

congregation. Motion carried. With no further budget discussion being brought forward, a motion was made by Tony  

Pecarina, seconded by Rhonda Sappington, to approve the 2023 budget as amended. Motion carried. 
 

Closing Prayer: 

The meeting was closed with the prayer printed on page 2 of the 2022 Annual Report, led by Councill President, Wendy 

Goodheart. 
 

Motion to Adjourn: 

A motion was made by Tony Pecarina, seconded by Lisa Donavan, to adjourn the Peace Lutheran Church 2022 Annual 

Meeting at 12:37 pm. Motion carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Linda Strosky, Council Secretary 
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
In 2023, Peace Lutheran Church celebrated a year of achievements centered on rejoicing, renewing, 
and reaching out. The food pantry played a crucial role in renewing the commitment to local service, 
addressing hunger and insecurity. Vibrant youth programs (Refuel, etc.) successfully reached out to 
younger members, fostering spiritual growth and community engagement. Additionally, the annual 
Lutefisk dinner brought the community together, adding a festive touch to the year's accomplish-
ments. The church's dedication to these efforts showcased resilience, unity, and impactful contribu-
tions, making 2023 a memorable year for Peace Lutheran. 
 
Submitted by Jeff Murray, Council President 

Pastoral Duties 2023 
Worships- 110 
Pastoral Visits- 127 
Adult Education- 56 
Meetings- 128 
Text Studies- 31 
Community Events- 28 
Baptisms- 5 
Funerals- 6 
Weddings– 0 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

Baptisms in 2023 
Aubrey Anne McGough 
Richard Martin Hereim

† 

Olen Louis Suek 
Inno Frederick Suek 
Zoey Faith Quanbeck 
† 
indicates baptism was held at site other than Peace 

Building Deeper Relationships 
The last twelve months have been marked by building deeper relationships. I have gotten to know 
Peace and its people on more intimate levels, and you have learned more about me and my family. 
I’ve invested time in connecting with my colleagues here in Billings, as well as pastors, LPAs, and 
lay leadership throughout the Montana Synod. I’ve also had many chances to meet ministry partners 
in the area, both organizations that are faith-aligned and those that are more secular.  
Pastoral ministry is at its core about fostering strong relationships in congregation, community, and 
world. I have been honored to be welcomed into this congregation, into your homes and lives, and 
into stronger relationships with many others who are working diligently to participate in the Kingdom 
God is building on earth. 
 
Council Retreat, Formation of New Committees 
The Peace Lutheran Congregational Council held a retreat at St. John’s United on May 12 & 13 of 
2023. We spent time worshiping and reflecting together on what holds us together as people of faith. 
We discussed trends at Peace regarding membership and giving, and compared those trends with 
nation-wide church, nonprofit, and volunteer organization trends. (Good news- comparatively, Peace 
is doing very well!) Though we did not make any commitments or decide on any action items at the 
retreat, we shared hopes and vision for what the future may hold for Peace Lutheran Church.  
Overall, this was a good experience for the council, as we got to know each other better and shared 
our hope for the future. 
Also in early 2023, we instituted a Personnel Committee and Mutual Ministry Committee. Both these 
committees have helped and will continue to help the council and myself grow in areas of staff  
development, supervision skills, and building a culture of communication and wellbeing for staff and 
volunteers serving the congregation. 

Funerals in 2023 
Mykel Stockton

† 

Richard Hereim
† 

Khyl Thomson 
Stanley Martin 
LeRoy Gross 
Marge Peterson 
† 
indicates funeral was held at site other than Peace  
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Bible/Book Studies and Adult Education 
Through the Autumn of 2023, we held a forum on Sundays after worship in which we highlighted 
many of the ministries we support financially and with volunteers. This forum led to excellent  
conversations between congregation members and our ministry partners about what the needs of 
our communities and world are, and how we can continue to support the ministries to whom we are 
connected.  
Also through the year, Peace held its Thursday Morning Bible Study. In the first part of the year, we 
focused on the biblical books of 1 & 2 Peter, the three letters of John, as well as Jude. After the 
Summer break, we read through C.S. Lewis’ work The Screwtape Letters. The conversations around 
these studies we powerful and enjoyable. I do not think I am alone when I say these studies were 
very meaningful to me, and I feel closer to the people I have worked through these readings with. 
Starting in January of 2024, the Thursday morning group will begin a survey of the Hebrew Bible 
Prophets, using the book The Message of the Prophets by J. Daniel Hays. Join us at 9:00 am on 
Thursdays in the Fellowship Hall! Bring your Bible, curiosity, and a willingness to learn! 
 
Staffing 
On the top of many minds at this moment is the turnover we have had in the position of Office Man-
ager. After nearly 20 years, Dean Jensen retired at the beginning of 2023. Sue Vigesaa stepped in 
to that role in February, and resigned her position at the end of the year. We are grateful for both 
Dean and Sue, in their diligent service to this congregation. Currently, the council is considering 
what the needs of that role are, and how we can fill the position of Office Manager to help whoever 
we hire next to have a long, happy, successful time in their occupancy of that appointment.  
Vanessa and I continue to carry the joys and responsibilities of our jobs here at Peace. We are 
thankful for the congregation’s support of our work, and look forward to continuing to serve Peace 
with an eye toward how we can grow our ministry areas in 2024. 
 
Ministries 
The committees overseeing various ministries at Peace will have their chance to share in their own 
words how they have contributed to the mission of Peace Lutheran Church. A few areas I would like 
to highlight include the resumption of hosting Family Promise families in our building, the continued 
growth and community support of our Food Pantry, and Vanessa’s work developing the Youth  
Program. These are only a few of our many ministries, which all do amazing work in guiding the  
congregation in following its mission to the world and the Body of Christ. There are too many  
individual people to mention here, so I’ll simply share a word of thanks to everyone at Peace. 
Whether you volunteer on five committees and spend 10 hours a week at the church, whether 
schedule restraints mean you can only attend worship and give financially to the congregation, 
whether your strictures mean you aren’t able to participate financially or as a volunteer, every person 
who darkens the doorstep of Peace Lutheran church has a vital role in this place. Thank you for the 
ways you support the ministries of Peace. Your love, sacrifice, offerings of time and talent, and  
presence are a God-given gift to this community of faith. 
 
Conclusion 
I cannot put to words how much I love and enjoy serving Peace Lutheran and you all. Thank you for 
the opportunity to grow with you. I cannot wait to see how God continues to call us to be the Body of 
Christ to each other and the world. 
 
Peace, 
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ABUNDANT LIFE COMMITTEE 
 
The Abundant Life Committee is a combination of stewardship and evangelism.  The committee 
leads the congregation in witnessing ways of sharing our time, talents, finances, and gifts for the  
glory of God. 
We had Temple Talks by the church committees for Lent.  The hope we had for this was to get more 
people involved in the committees, along with raising awareness of what people are doing in the 
church.  The committee also organized helping with one of the St. John's summer concerts. 
For Stewardship, we had a single front-and-back sheet for church members to sign up for sharing 
their time, talents, and finances.  Then to finish off the stewardship drive, we had the Director of 
Evangelical Mission from the Synod, along with the Synod Treasurer, speak at the consecration 
brunch. 
Our committee members also visited a few church members. 
Things we are working on for the next year:  Getting the bus to pick up people for worship.   
Organizing to visit more church members, along with taking them communion. 
 
Committee members--  Bob Peterson, Mike Brown, Pastor Seth, Rhonda Sappington, Danny 
Quanbeck, Sue Vigesaa. 
 
In Christ, 
Danny Quanbeck 

2023 ALTAR GUILD FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Balance from Dec. 31, 2022 Report       $4937.38 
 
Income 
Memorial donations from 1/2023 – 11/2023 
Donna Bangert             500.00 
 
Expenses & Disbursements 
Altar Guild Candles               25.62   
              
       
Ending Balance   
Report balanced to 11/30/23 Statement        $5411.76 
 
Breakdown of ending balance 
Altar Guild Funds        $  1966.44 
Memorial Funds      3445.32 
Total         $  5411.76 
 
Future Disbursements include $2500 from the Memorial fund for the new piano and the purchase of 
a new Christmas tree for the sanctuary will be taken from the Altar Guild funds. 
 
Submitted by Molly Johnson  
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ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

1 John 1:3 
That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship 
with us; and indeed, our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
 
The Congregational Life Committee has the responsibility of planning and providing events for  
fellowship among the members of our congregation and in our community. These opportunities hope 
to  nourish and strengthen the fellowship with God and Jesus. Over the past year these events in-
cluded the following: 
 
 Annual meeting potluck   Coffee hour fellowship 
 Fat Tuesday pancake dinner  Lenten soup suppers 
 Easter continental breakfast  Graduation reception 
 Peace in the Park Barbeque  Rally Day participation 
 Lutefisk Dinner    Consecration Sunday Brunch 
 Caroling     Helping as needed with Refuel Meal 
 
The committee’s duties also included developing and supporting the monthly serving committees, 
stocking the kitchen with needed supplies (thank you to Ione Bloom for her time in this area) and  
updating member information for a church directory (thank you to Melissa Sider and Rhonda  
Sappington). 
 New this year was the development of the Young Parent/Family Group. This group offers bi-monthly 
gatherings for young families to enjoy a meal, have fellowship and establish relationships with each 
other. Childcare is provided. A special thank you to Katrina Rumage for planning and organizing this 
wonderful group. 
Overall, it was a busy, blessed year for the Congregational Life Committee. Thank you to the  
members: Molly Johnson, Debbie Sider, Jeff Murray, Melissa Sider, Joan Brown, Ione Bloom, and 
Pastor Seth. 
The committee would like to thank the members of Peace for participating in and supporting  
congregational  fellowship. 
 
Blessings, 
Holli Miller, Committee Chair 
 

 
The Endowment Committee uses the prior year’s income to form decisions. The Endowment  
realized $5160.04 in income for 2022. 2256.04 was net income from Dividends and Interest in the 
Investment Account and 2904.00 in Interest from a gifted Contract for Deed. 
Here is a list of how we disbursed funds last year: 
 
  Peace Lutheran Church General Fund                                                     $500 
  Peace Lutheran Youth Scholarship                                                           $500 
  Brekke/Bummer Chrisikon Staff Endowment Fund                                   $500 
  CASA                                                                                                         $500 
  Family Promise                                                                                          $500 
  Meals on Wheels                                                                                       $500 
  Lutheran World Relief                                                                                $500 
  Rocky Boy Lutheran                                                                                  $500 
Reinvested in Endowment Trust                                                                 $1002.66 
 
Thank You to Bernie Mason and Rhonda Heidner for serving. Their terms expire at the Annual  
Meeting. 
Dean Welliever, Chair 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE COMMITTEE 
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MISSION & SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 
As part of the Reaching Out portion of Peace’s Mission Statement, the Mission and Service  
Committee identifies and provides opportunities for Peace members to serve others, doing God’s 
Work with Our Hands.  The Bible says: “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for 
with such sacrifices God is pleased,” Hebrews 13:16.  Thank you to all members for your continued  
willingness to demonstrate your faith in this way.   
 
The congregation of Peace Lutheran Church did a wonderful job of serving our brothers and sisters 
in Christ.  2023 Reaching Out included: 
Food Pantry:  Supplied and distributed 29,356 pounds of food with 1626 volunteer hours.  The  
Pantry saw 2063 visitors and served a total of 6034 in need.  
All Congregation Days of Service:  During two days of service and for a total of 65 volunteer 

hours:  
Donated supplies (bread donated by Franz Bakeries) and made 780 sandwiches for distribution 

by the Salvation Army. 
Family Promise:  Family Promise was finally able to transition to host sites at the end of 2023. Until 

the transition to host sites occurred, the Peace congregation continued to supply meals during 
our support weeks and monetary donations. We were also host participants with onsite support 
for our last support dates of October 2023.  Family promise was also supported with a $134.00 
donation through the Rally Sunday dunking booth. 

Promoted monetary donations locally, nationally and globally through Souper Bowl of Caring 
($503.00), Lenten offerings, Buck A Chick ($551.54) and shipment of quilts.  Lenten offerings 
supported the following causes: 

Lutheran World Relief- $625.00 
Family Service- $780.00 
Meals on Wheels- $849.50 
Christikon- $566.00 
Amani for Africa- $275.00 
Luther Lodge- $436.00 

Family Service Backpacks:  Assembled school backpacks for distribution for a total of 39 volunteer 
hours. 

Adopt a Teacher:  Peace congregational members were able to assist teachers in setting up their 
classrooms at Highlands Elementary School.  Six hours of time were donated by congregational 
members. 

Thanksgiving Dinner Boxes:  Donated meal items, assembled and delivered Thanksgiving Dinner 
boxes to 16 families.  Due to the generosity of the congregation, grocery and gas gift cards were 
included for each dinner box recipient. 

In As Much Tree:  Our congregation generously adopted two families from Family Promise. 
 
Thank you to the Peace members who spent approximately 1632 hours in service Reaching Out, 

doing God’s Work with Their Hands. We pray that we continue to recognize those in need and 
to seek opportunities to serve in God's name. The Mission and Service Committee meets on a 
day to be determined of odd numbered months at 12:30PM at the church. New members and 
ideas are always welcome.  Committee members for 2023 were:  Pastor Rumage, Paula  

 Jackson, Ann and Erl Barsness, Linda and Paul Strosky, Nancy Taylor, Rich Robbins, Barb and 
Rick Olson, and Bryan Peterson.  

 
Submitted by Bryan Peterson, Former Committee Chair 
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The quilters of Peace usually met 3 times a month through 2023, including most of the summer 
months.  One hundred quilts were sewn and sent to Lutheran World Relief in May.  Four graduating 
seniors were given quilts as a graduation gift and two special quilts were sewn, quilted and donated 
to the Christikon spring auction.  More quilts have been assembled since the shipping in May which 
will be ready for shipping in May 2024.  There are usually 7 – 12 women who gather at 9:00 – 12:00 
Wednesday mornings to assemble the quilts and enjoy a coffee break mid-morning.  More willing 
hands are always welcome.    

PEACE QUILTERS 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 
The Property Committee took care of many aging, failing, and maintenance issues this year.  We 
worked with various companies to get reduced costs as much as possible.  The asterisked (*) items 
signify reduced costs from the company.  Gutters* were replaced on the sanctuary as well as the full 
alley of the church to direct water further away from the building to avoid seeping in the basement.  
The youth room, office, and two class rooms downstairs were painted*, new blinds were hung.  We 
replaced the office desk* which was broken in several places as well as recarpeted* the office.  The 
worship computers* were replaced with a single computer to streamline streaming and clicking 
through the PowerPoints.  As our office copier was no longer feeding paper well, it was replaced 
with a newer one which will save the church approximately $700/year in its operation.  We upgraded 
the wireless* in the office and improved internet speed*.  New air conditioning units* were installed 
as there was one that completely failed and the other three were near failure.  The old food pantry 
room was fixed where the hole for a utility line was leaking around the concrete*, mold remediation 
and re-Sheetrocking and painting was completed.  The new food pantry room was fixed where there 
was additional seepage around the window*.  Sound system upgrades were completed (though 
bumpy) as the amp was beginning to fail*.  We purchased and painted a new shed* to store our  
Nativity and other outdoor items.  The worship service availability in the nursery was restored.  We 
added a light to the stairs going to the basement, replaced the outdoor light for the lot, and had the 
electricians verify and fix other electrical issues in the church.  While it was an expensive year for 
maintaining and replacing property items, we worked to ensure the safety, security, and longevity of 
our building and grounds.  Thank you for your support. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
Tony Pecarina – Property Committee Chair (retired) 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
The Worship Committee serves the congregation of Peace Lutheran Church in Billings, Montana 
and its visitors through word, sacraments, and song. The congregation worshipped every Saturday 
and Sunday in person, via Facebook, the Peace Website, and Channel 7 TV.  We were led by  
Pastor Seth Rumage, guest preachers Retired Pastor Kim Wilker, Youth Director, and lay leaders. 
Youth Director Vanessa Steiger, and Office Managers Sue Vigessa and Dean Jenson also deserve 
a huge thank you for their part in making worship available online and ministering through slide show 
visuals. All are a blessing to our congregation and will always be the reason that worship continued 
with this year with reverence to our Lord.  
We used the Revised Common Lectionary for the entire year. Multiple Liturgies were celebrated for 
worship . Those included several from the ELW, Holden Evening Prayer, Country Gospel, and Third 
Rock from the Son. Lent gave an opportunity to hear short vignettes from our Committee Chairs. 
Youth Director Vanessa led worship once a quarter and her band of merry youth leading liturgy and 
portions of the service.  Vanessa also provided the sermon for most of the Youth Weekends. A  
highlight was a live Christmas Program that Vanessa planned with the help of her committee, other 
volunteers, and the kids. Parts of the liturgy from Holden Evening were sung by the middle school 
girls. Keyboardist Sue Vigessa organized and rehearsed these budding worship assistants for  
preparation of the Christmas Program. The Holden Evening Service was every Wednesday during 
Advent. Pastor Seth, Katrina Rumage, Wendy Goodheart, Ann Barsness, Dave Draeger, Molly 
Johnson, and I lead this beloved liturgy. Dave and I led Holden from January to May. The   
congregation worshipped with Compline Evening Service through May led by siblings John  
Goodheart and Wendy Goodheart. We planned to worship outside one weekend in August, but the 
heat won over (again). So we brought the service into the sanctuary.  Praise the Lord for these  
services, leaders, and congregation for our worship. 
We continued to be blessed with other faithful worship leaders and members.  Those who served as 
worship assistants, lectors, keyboardists, organists, musicians, ushers, communion assistants,  
power point assistants, and camera operators are ever faithful and always appreciated.  Bells of 
Peace rang throughout the year and John Goodheart’s band led us in Country Gospel and Third 
Rock on a regular basis. Members of his band included Pastor Seth, Molly Johnson, Paul Strosky, 
Wendy Goodheart, Justin Pierce, and Jacob Pierce. Also helping with Sunday Worship was Sue’s 
family with a worship service she had planned. Bells of Peace Members included Linda Strosky, Sue 
Vigessa, Linda Popp, Debbie Hedrick, Rhonda Sappington, Wendy Goodheart, Lisa Donovan, Paula 
Jackson, Sherilyn Siegmund-Roach, and Geri Frasch. Sherilyn also played a solo on Advent Four 
Sunday on December 24. She played “O Come O Come Emmanuel”. We thank each of these for 
their ability and want to provide such special gifts and their commitment, time, and service.  
I will continue to be amazed with how this congregation steps up to the plate when asked. A new 
Keyboard was bought in November of 2023 and used for the first time on Christmas Weekend. We 
also continued to update and upgrade our Sound System in 2023. Thanks to all the donations and 
memorial funds for these needed items for worship. 
On the final weekend of December 2023 this congregation said farewell to Sue Vigessa.  Sue who 
led us in worship on the organ and keyboardist and the church office. We are sad to see her move 
on to a new job but grateful for her mission and service to our congregation. 
We pray that our hope and resilience with guide through 2024.  
 
Peace, See you in worship, 
Julie Draeger, Worship Committee Chair 
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BUILDING RESERVE FUND PROPOSAL 
 

WHEREAS Peace Lutheran Church spent over $36,000 in church maintenance costs 
in the 2023 calendar year; 

 
And WHEREAS there has been on-and-off conversation throughout the years  
 regarding the creation of a Building Reserve Fund within the financial structure 

of Peace Lutheran Church; 
 
And WHEREAS it is broadly considered a best-practice within the not-for-profit  
 community to hold designated property maintenance funds in reserve; 
 
And WHEREAS Peace Lutheran Church currently holds over $44,000 in its House of 

Peace Fund and over $2,400 in its Building Fund; 
 
Therefore LET IT BE RESOLVED that Peace Lutheran Church, at its annual meeting 

on January 28, 2024, redesignate the House of Peace Fund as its Building  
 Reserve Fund; 
 
And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Peace Lutheran Church, at its annual meeting 

on January 28, 2024, absorb the already existing Building Fund into this newly 
redesignated Building Reserve Fund; 

 
And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Peace Lutheran Church transfer $500 a month 

in perpetuity from its General Fund to this newly redesignated Building Reserve 
Fund; 

 
And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Peace Lutheran Church allow members and 

givers to designate offerings toward the newly redesignated Building Reserve 
Fund, if they desire to do so; 

 
And BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this newly redesignated Building Reserve 

Fund be used exclusively for planned property maintenance, emergency  
 property costs, and for housing down payment assistance to Pastors under call 

to Peace, when invoices received for these expenses would create undue  
 burden on the General Fund Budget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted to Peace Lutheran Church Council by Pastor Seth Rumage on December 

19, 2023, and again with revisions on January 16, 2024.  
Council Voted unanimously to present this to the Congregation’s Annual Meeting on 

January 28, 2024. 
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2023 CONGREEGATIONAL STATISTICS 
 

Members Received 
Jacquelin Chastain 
 

Baptisms 
Aubrey Anne McGough 
Olen Louis Suek 
Inno Frederick Suek 
Zoey Faith Quanbeck 
 

Members Removed 
By Death 

Randall Christensen 
Khyl Thomson 
Stanley Martin 
LeRoy Gross 
Marge Peterson 
       By Transfer 
John & Robin Felton 
Ed & Cammy Lien 
Larry & Kay Rossow 
Tom & Sandy Schillinger 
 

2023 STATISTICAL SUMMARY 
 

I. Membership as of 12/31/2022  V. Pastoral Acts 
 Baptized Members  431   Baptisms (children)  4 
 Confirmed Members  363   Confirmation (youth)  0 
         Funerals    6 
II.  Additions        First Communion   0 
 By baptism of children    4   Weddings    0 
 By baptism of adults      0    
 By confirmation of youths   0  VI. Services   
 By confirmation of adults   0    Sunday services    52 
 By transfer/reinstatements   1   Saturday services  49 
         Special services      23 
III. Losses       Communion services           101 
 Release of Membership   8      
 Deaths         5  VII. Average Attendance at  
        Weekly Worship   97 
IV. Current Membership as of 12/31/2023       
 Baptized Members  215  VIII. Net Gain/Loss in Membership 
 Confirmed Members   194   Baptized Gain of 4    
 Voting Members   155   Confirmed Gain of 1 
         Statistical Adjustment Loss of 208 
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MEETING NOTES 
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