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You may have seen in a recent midweek email my 
announcement that the Education/Youth & Family Ministry 
Committee has decided to end our Wednesday Evening Youth 
Programming. Peace Youth has been on hiatus for a few months 
now, and Peace Pals had its last session on April 29. We have 
also decided to end the Refuel Meals.

As I have talked about this decision with people in the 
congregation, many have expressed a degree of sadness- Peace 
Pals, Peace Youth, and Refuel Meals have been a midweek 
anchor at Peace for a number of years. People have put in a 
great deal of energy, time, and love to help share faith and life 
with the children of the congregation. The Education/Youth & 
Family Ministry Committee, the Church Council, and I want to 
thank you for your support of these ministries over the years.

Along with sadness there has been a renewed sense of hope and 
joy. Some years ago, when Peace moved its focus from Sunday 
School to Midweek Youth events, we did so because it was 
apparent that was where our energy most needed to be focused 
at the time. We are making the switch back now because it is 
apparent that our energy and focus are most needed with our 
weekend faith formation- Godly Play for the younger kids, 
Confirmation for the older kids, Parents of Peace for families of 
all ages. We have seen in the first year of Godly Play that the 
kids are getting so much out of the curriculum. They are telling 
us bible stories, remembering names of biblical figures, talking 
about Jesus and his ministry in the world. The hope and joy 
congregational leadership is feeling doesn’t negate the sadness 
of ending midweek youth programming, but it does reflect the 
work we have been doing this year to develop Godly Play.

and on facebook

mailto:dr.bobbakkolcpc@gmail.com
mailto:michaelgbrown187@gmail.com
mailto:weyland.zeller@gmail.com
mailto:74mmbs@gmail.com
mailto:hollybehlke@gmail.com
mailto:lukemorton303@gmail.com
mailto:h.miller1@bresnan.net
mailto:frankystorm01@msn.com
mailto:deannaeggum@gmail.com
mailto:lollyshong@gmail.com


Herald of Peace          Pg. 2
Prayer Concerns of those we pray for

For the Church

For the World

For illness or injuries of members

For illness or injuries of family and friends

For those who are grieving

Yehiel Curry - Presiding Bishop, WLCA
Ben Quanbeck - Montana Synod Bishop

Peace in Ukraine
Victims of violence and war in Israel and Gaza
All those affected by war in Iran and neighboring countries
Peace in the Middle East
Peace in Venezuela
Peace in the United States
President Donald Trump and officials at all levels of government

Gertie Gross                 John & Rosanne Modde
Jim & Geri Frasch       Hank Tungstall
Darlene Thompson   Lawanda Sherseth
Eva Wilker                     Susan Andersen
Gayle Bummer            Kathi & Erik Aslakson
John Baber                   Kolter Olmstead

Pam – Lois Gorseth’s friend, cancer treatment
Kelly Miller – Pastor Kim Wilker’s daughter, cancer
Gary Boje – Darlene Thompson's brother, recovery
Denise – Bonnie Hovik Clausen's daughter in law
Garry Fink – cancer treatment
Josh Wilker – son of Kim & Terri, reentry after prison
Drew Echales – friend of the Rumage family, medical diagnosis
JC– John Modde’s Son, lung cancer
Renae Killmer—Marlin & Muriel Overstreet’s daughter, cancer
Tommy Murphy—Nephew of Susan Andersen, Medical Reasons
Carol and Gary - siblings of Lois Gorseth - recurring cancer
Adrian Mantei - Connie’s son, recovering after hospitalization
Patty- Susan Finn’s Sister-in-law, lymphoma
Eddie - Stacey Bowlds’ step-father - Cancer treatment
Darrell - friend of Laurie Harrtford, rare lung cancer
Helen Postma - Sharon Hogan’s sister-in-law
Diane - Friend of Wendy Goodheart - diagnosed with breast cancer
Charles Jackson - Katrina Rumage’s Uncle, accident and brain injury
Jim Berve - Cancer treatment
Maurice - friend of Mike Brown, Cancer
Lena - friend of Ameloia Sider - gymnastics injury
Mark - John Modde’s son-in-law, kidney cancer

Prayer Concerns is a published list of those on the 
prayer chain, who have given permission to publish 
their names. If you are interested in praying for 
these, as well as others, please join the prayer 
chain. They have leaders who call or email. Please 
call lone Bloom at 406-671-4030 
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We are getting ready to host Family Promise at Peace on May 10-17.  The 
sign-up board is in the church narthex.  Please consider helping us welcome 
these families in May!

There are many ways to volunteer at Family Promise.  If you shop at Target, 
download the Target app on your phone.  Go to Circle Member---Benefits 
Summary---Community Support---Family Promise of Yellowstone Valley.  Click 
to use your points to vote for Family Promise.  This will help them get 
funding.  They are the only organization signed up in Yellowstone County!

The Diaper Bank can always use more volunteers.  The sign up for that is at 
volunteersginup.org/EW3PE.  Diapers and wipes can always be donated.  If 
you choose to give money, write “diaper bank” in the memo line.  Tonight, at 
the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, we learned that often the diaper bank is 
the first connection families have with Family Promise.  

We are so blessed to have Family Promise in our community!  They have 
helped many families to find homes and jobs.  The list of all the different 
ways they help families is long and the families in need continues to grow.  
They are quite a group of staff and volunteers (that includes Pastor Seth who 
is on their Board!).  We are thankful for all the volunteers who help make the 
week at Peace a place where families can feel safe and loved.  

At the Volunteer Appreciation dinner tonight, Morgan, one of the graduates 
from the program, said with tears in her eyes,  “I may not remember your 
name, I may not remember your face, but I will always remember how you 
made me feel.  And how that helped me keep moving forward in the 
program.”

“All guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as Christ, for he 
himself will say: I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”  Matt.25:35 and St. 
Benedict’s Toolbox pg. 145

Debbie Smith 406-670-0974

Jan Bakko 406-208-4022
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Peace,
Pastor Seth

The same can be said of my experience teaching the confirmands. We have had three middle- and 
high-school students who have attended Confirmation this year. Each of the adults who have volunteered to 
help have said some variation of the same thing: “These kids are really engaged with their learning!” We will 
add at least two more confirmands in the fall, with a special one-year confirmation class for a pair of students 
who will graduate high school next Spring. I have been so pleased with growth, understanding, and 
willingness to learn that these students have shown over these past months.

While it certainly is sad that we will be moving away from midweek youth programming, I agree with the 
assessment of the Education/Youth & Family Ministry Committee that this refocus will help us manage our 
resources more sustainably as we continue to grow with Godly Play and Confirmation. Just as we have asked 
for your help to support Peace Pals, Peace Youth, and Refuel, we will continue to ask for your prayers, 
financial donations, and volunteering to support these programs to help raise our children in faith.

With this adjustment, we hope that we can continue to build faithful disciples for Christ of all ages, 
especially as we provide a strong foundation for the children of our congregation and community. Thank you 
for understanding this change, and please feel free to contact me with any feedback you may have.



Bob Bakko May 4th

Deb Sider May 11th

Seth Rumage May 13th

Sharon Schatzke May 13th

Aubry McGough May 14th

Molly Johnson May 15th

Meghan Foran May 17th

Lee Sherseth May 17th

Dewey Anderson May 18th

Bethany Fuqua May 18th

Weyland Zeller May 19th

Justin Kline May 22nd

Nathanael Rumage May 26th

Ava Syverson May 29th
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Women's Recognition Weekend
Saturday, May 9th 

& Sunday, May 10th
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We will be presenting carnations after worship on Saturday & 
Sunday and celebrating with special refreshments after 

worship on Sunday morning. Join us!
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A Memorial Service for Erl Barsness

Peace Lutheran Church
Saturday, June 20, 2026 - 10:00 AM

You can find Erl's obituary at:
https://www.michelottisawyers.com/

obituaries/erling-barsness



Herald of Peace          Pg. 8



Herald of Peace          Pg. 9



Herald of Peace         Pg. 10



Herald of Peace         Pg. 11

It was noted at the most recent council meeting that monthly giving has been steady over the 
course of the last few years. It seems that we have reached a "new normal" after the shock of 
the COVID Pandemic began six years ago. Because of this steady expected income, council has 
been able to plan expenses and use general funds and designated funds to keep our expenses 
in check. You'll see that both the March income/expense difference and the Year-To-Date 
difference are in the positive! With Easter in April this year, we are expecting to see that 
difference grow in an eve more positive way. Thank you to everyone who continues to give 
regularly. Because of your generosity, Peace is continuing the ministries it has set forth, and is 
able to support ministries with which we have begun new relationships. 
As we approach summer, this is our regular reminder that giving tends to decline in May- 
August, simply because not as many people are in worship due to travel and 
vacationing. You may see these numbers decrease somewhat, but with 
the strong foundation from the first months of 2026, we should continue 
to show a strong budget into the warmer months.
Thank you again for your financial support of Peace Lutheran Church!
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Saturday, May 2 & Sunday, May 3, 2026
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that 
he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to 
share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim 
the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen 
Christ—our way, our truth, our life.
Acts 7:55-60, Psalm 31:1-5,15-16, 1 Peter 2:2-10, John 14:1-14

Saturday May 9 & Sunday, May 10, 2026 
Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his 
disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ 
dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering 
around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.
Acts 17:22-31, Psalm 66:8-20, 1 Peter 3: 13-22, John 14:15-21

Saturday, May 16 & Sunday, May 17, 2026 
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, 
waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for 
his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we 
seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in 
the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family.
Acts 1:6-14, Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35, 1 Peter 4:12-14,5:6-11, John 17:1-11

Saturday, May 23 & Sunday, May 24, 2026 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the 
law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit 
as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, 
bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different 
capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy 
Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the 
breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world.
Acts 2:1-21, Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13, John 20:19-23

Saturday, May 30 & Sunday, May 31, 2026 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the 
apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to 
baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the 
Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in 
Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy 
Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear 
witness to our faith.
Genesis 1:1-2:4a, Psalm 8, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13, Matthew 28:16-20



Quilt Purchase Opportunity:  The usual 
display of quilts that have been made by 
the Quilters for Lutheran World Relief will 
be decorating the pews the week-end 
before Mother's Day, May 2 - 3.  This 
year, a limited number of the quilts will 
be available for purchase for the price of 
$50 each.   Look over the quilts on 
display and if you find one, a member of 
the quilters will be available to help you 
with the purchase.  
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Women of the ELCA Circles: 
Everyone is welcome! 
 

Ruth Circle
Meets second Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.
Pizza Hut 2530 King Ave W  
Katie Circle
Meets second Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.   
in the Fellowship Hall

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meets
Wednesdays at 6:30 am in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
New-comers and one-timers are 

always welcome.
Bring yourself and your appetite– 

food and Bible study resources will be 
provided!

Congregational Committees
Abundant Life
Mike Brown*
Jeff Murray
Bob Peterson†
Danny Quanbeck
Rhonda Sappington
Congregational Life
Joan Brown
Laurel Collier*
Molly Johnson
Holli Miller†*
Jeff Murray
Deb Sider
Melissa Sider
Michelle Stockton*
Education/Youth & Family
Jan Bakko
Julie Morton-Yates
Ruby Olmstead
Jody Pierce
Katrina Rumage†
Melissa Sider†
Holly Suek*
Mission & Service
Ann Barsness
Deanna Eggum*
Paula Jackson
Rick & Barb Olson
Linda Strosky
Weyland Zeller†*
Mutual Ministry
Bob Bakko*
Ann Barsness
Bob Peterson
Jody Pierce
Chuck Sider
Nominating
Lois Gorseth
Rhonda Sappington
Melissa Sider 
(Council Appointed in November)
(Council Appointed in November)
Personnel
Bob Bakko *
Melissa Sider
Property
Mike Brown*
Deanna Eggum*
Jeff Murray
Paul Strosky
Weyland Zeller *

Delegates to Ministries
Christikon
Katrina Rumage
Kristi Bummer
Ruby Olmstead
Endowment Trustees
Joan Brown
Kristi Bummer
Jeff Murray
Greg Popp
Melissa Sider
Lutheran Center
Jeff Murray
Pastor Seth Rumage*
Shepherd Cluster
Dave Draeger
Jluie Draeger
St. John's Ministries
Jerilyn Dukart
Bob Peterson
Synod Assembly Delegates
Clarice Beery
Julie Draeger

† Denotes Committee Chair
*Denotes Council Member

May Serving Committee
Ione Bloom
Rhonda Heidner
MaryAnn Conboy
Ron Conboy
Carol Fortune
Bill Fortune
Claudia Decker
John Decker
Kayla Bettise
Keith Hahn
Lynn Bulger
Rosalind Bulger

Scholarship
Wendy Goodheart
Holli Miller†*
Melissa Sider
Michelle Stockton

Worship
Ann Barsness
Julie Draeger
Wendy Goodheart
Michelle Stockton*
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