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Peace Lutheran Church,        (406) 252-5504 

1301 Ave. D, Billings, MT 59102      peacelutheranbillings.com 

Leadership Directory  
 

Pastor:  Rev. Seth Rumage 
pastorrumage@gmail.com 

Office 406-252-5504  Cell 406-298-2672 
 

Administrative Assistant: Kim Braaton 
peaceoffice1301@gmail.com 

Office 406-252-5504  

Church Council  
President: Weyland Zeller 
Vice President: Holly Suek 
Secretary: Holli Miller 
Treasurer: Steve Frank 
 

Bob Bakko– dr.bobbakkolcpc@gmail.com 
Mike Brown– michaelgbrown187@gmail.com  
Laurel Collier– lollyshong@gmail.com  
Deanna Eggum– deannaeggum@gmail.com  
Steve Frank– frankystorm01@msn.com  
Holli Miller– h.miller1@bresnan.net 
Luke Mortin-Yates– lukemorton303@gmail.com  

Holli Suek– hollybehlke@gmail.com  
Michelle Stockton– 74mmbs@gmail.com  
Louis Taylor– ejltaylor@gmail.com 
Weyland Zeller– weyland.zeller@gmail.com  

When I began as your pastor back in late spring of early 2022, I was 
coming off a year-long interim call in Northern Idaho, which served as 
a soft landing after my first call in Northeastern Washington ended in 
conflict. I was very excited to start a new chapter with a new 
congregation, but I also had a number of reservations. Was I really 
called to be a pastor? Why would this faith community want me to 
join and lead them? What if things went sideways in this new place? 
What would that say about me? 

For your part, you had some reservations as well. Do we want this 
young of a pastor? Why does he dress like that, wear long hair, and 
have tattoos? Is he equipped to do the job we want him to do? As 
we’ve grown together over the last few years, I think most of the 
reservations that we brought to this relationship have been resolved. 
There have continued to be growing edges and conflicts, but for the 
greatest part, we’re continuing to work together to notice and bring 
about the kingdom of God in our little slice of creation here in Billings 
Montana. 

One of the reasons I think this relationship has worked is that 
both the congregation and I have been willing to learn from one 
another and learn about each other. One way this has come about is 
through my participation in a program in the ELCA called “Natural 
Systems Academy.  Since October 2022, I have been attending a 
quarterly meeting in Chicago and online, in which I work with pastors, 
synod staffs, and bishops from across the country in studying Bowen 
Family Systems Theory. The gist of this program is the understanding 
that how you interact and relate to your family of origin is how you 
carry yourself in various other situations, circumstances, and 
relationships in your life.  

My study of Bowen Theory, written reflections on my family of 
origin and how it relates to my actions, emotions, and reflexes, and 
case studies I have presented about challenges I face in my life and in 
my ministry have all helped me grow and learn how to be the 
healthiest and best husband, father, son, brother, friend, and pastor I 
can be.  

Peace Office Hours  
 See Schedule on page 4 

Call Ahead Before Stopping By  

Weekly Worship Schedule 
  

Saturday: 5:00 pm  
In-Person and on Facebook 

 

Sunday: 10:00 am 
In-Person 

 

Sunday: 11:00 am, 5:30 pm 
Community Channel 7 
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For the Church 
Yehiel Curry – Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Ben Quanbeck – Montana Synod Bishop 
  
For the world 
Peace in Ukraine 
Victims of violence and war in Israel and Gaza 
Peace in the Middle East 
President Donald Trump and officials at all levels of government 
Peace in Venezuela 
The people of Minneapolis and St. Paul 
 
For illness or injuries of members 
Gertie Gross   John & Rosanne Modde 
Jim & Geri Frasch  Hank Tungstall   
Darlene Thompson   Marlene Thomson  
Lawanda Sherseth  Eva Wilker   
Gayle Bummer   Kathi & Erik Aslakson 
John Baber    
 
For illness or injuries of family and friends 
Pam – Lois Gorseth’s friend, cancer treatment 
Kelly Miller – Pastor Kim Wilker’s daughter, cancer 
Gary Boje – Darlene Thompson's brother, recovery 
Denise –  Bonnie Hovik Clausen's daughter in law 
Garry Fink – cancer treatment  
Laura Fisher –  Jodi Peterson's cousin, cancer 
Josh Wilker – son of Kim & Terri, reentry after prison 
Drew Echales – friend of the Rumage family, medical diagnosis 
JC– John Modde’s Son, lung cancer 
Renae Killmer—Marlin & Muriel Overstreet’s daughter, cancer 
Nancy– Molly Johnson’s mother, recovering from fall 
Tommy Murphy—Nephew of Susan Andersen, Medical Reasons 
Carol and Gary - siblings of Lois Gorseth - recurring cancer 
Adrian Mantei - Connie’s son, recovering after hospitalization 
Patty- Susan Finn’s Sister-in-law, lymphoma 
Eddie– Stacey Bowlds’ step father, cancer treatment 
Darrell– Friend of Laurie Hartford, rare lung cancer 
Sydney Overstreet– Radiation Treatment 
Les & Helen Postma– Sharon Hogan’s brother and sister-in-law 
Diane– Friend of Wendy Goodheart, breast cancer diagnosis 
Jim Rumage– Pastor Seth’s Uncle, recovery from fall 
Charles Jackson– Katrina Rumage’s Uncle, accident and brain injury 
Jim Berve– Cancer treatment 
 
For those who are grieving 

Family & Friends of Kathy (Akre) Evenson, who died January 
22, 2026. 

Prayer Concerns of those we prayed for in July 
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A big thank you to everyone who helped with Family Promise over Christmas.   

Here are some of the people who helped (not everyone signed in on our volunteer sheets. I know I’ll miss some 
names, I’m sorry.  We still are thankful for your help!).  Here’s the ones on the sign in sheets ~ 

Rick and Barb Olson (thanks for always filling up the beds for us!) 

Deb Sider, Clarice Beery, Holli Miller, Peggy and Dean Welliver, Bethany Fuqua, Sharon Schatze, Rhonda Heider, 
Deanna Eggum, Pr. Seth.  Thanks for helping us set up the rooms.  They looked so nice and cozy with the quilts on 
the beds, the Christmas trees and presents around the trees! 

I’m not sure who helped with clean up and tear down.  But I want to say a special thanks to Jody Pierce.  She is al-
ways available to help us with setting up the rooms and tear down.  She keeps us organized,  making the beds  easy 
to do and tear down goes quickly.   Thank you to everyone else who helped ~ and for everyone who did a bundle 
of laundry.  We had extra bundles this time with 14 people staying.  A lot of you saw the extras and took them 
home to launder.  Thanks! 

There were people who helped us out throughout this very busy week!  Deanna Eggum and Clarice Beery, thanks 
for being flexible with the Tuesday meal!  Weyland Zeller and Jerilyn Zeller ~ thanks for helping us Tuesday night, 
directing people to where they needed to be and then spending the night.  Pastor Seth ~ thanks for taking the fam-
ilies in the van to look at lights (one of the boys told me it was his favorite part of Christmas!). 

Holli Miller and Julie Draeger, thanks for cooking Christmas Eve dinner for everyone.  It was extra special for our 
guests to have such a wonderful meal to celebrate Christmas.  Thanks to Wendy Goodheart for helping them serve 
the meal on that busy evening. 

Thanks to Pastor Seth for spending the night Christmas Eve!  And then getting up and making the families brunch!  
Thanks to Katrina Rumage and Mike Brown for helping with the brunch.   

We had several people bring snacks and crafts for Christmas Day.  We invited the families to stay at Peace all day.  
Usually, they must be gone from the church by 6 a.m.  We played games, made crafts, watched some movies and 
just spent the day together.  Thanks to Erica Hayashida for the snacks, I know there were others, so I’ll just say we 
sure enjoyed the snacks! 

Bethany Fuqua and her daughters Sage and Raina made dinner for the families on Saturday.  Thank you for the de-
licious meal and spending time with our families that night.  And thanks to my friend, Debbie Smith for spending 
the night with me Saturday night, and for getting up and wrapping bundles of laundry on Sunday. 

They say it takes a village.  And we sure had a lot of our villagers participate in making Family Promise Christmas 
week very special.  We all appreciated the gift of your time, your talents, and your prayers.   

We made room at the Peace inn for the strangers.  Maybe we even entertained some angels that week! 

The next week for Family Promise is March 1-8. 

Debbie Smith and Jan Bakko 

Coordinators for Family Promise at Peace 
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Continued from Page 1 
While the results of this work can be difficult to share in tangible ways, I am certain one of the reasons our 

ministry together as Pastor and congregation is going well is because of the work I have done both with the ELCA 
“Natural Systems Academy” and my individual Bowen Coach I meet with on a monthly basis.  

 This is a long way of saying thank you. Since the fall of 2022, Peace Lutheran has invested in my growth and 
learning by increasing my continuing education budget to help pay for this training. As I prepare to graduate the 
“Natural Systems Academy” in June of 2026, I have been reflecting on where I have been, where I am going, and how I 
am getting there. Your support in prayer, conversation, and financial giving has directly impacted my growth in ministry. 
As I prepare for my senior project (a presentation on the concepts of Bowen Theory in relation to the Twelve Steps of 
Alcoholics Anonymous) and how I will implement education regarding Bowen Theory at Peace and in the Montana 
Synod, I am looking forward to sharing my education, insights, and ideas with you. 

If you find this topic interesting, keep on the lookout for more information coming from me and from the 
Montana Synod in the Spring. Or feel free to ask me any questions you may have. Just know you will be met with a lot 
of excitement and very long answers! 

 

Peace, 
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Congregational News 

The quilters at Peace meet each Wednesday morning, 9:00 a.m. to noon, in the basement at 
Peace.  If you are interested in quilting or learning how to tie quilts, come and join us.  We take a 
break for coffee and a visit around 10:30.  The quilts you have seen displayed in the basement 
reception hall are examples of our handiwork.  This past year we made 183 quilts which you saw 
displayed on the church pews at the beginning of May.   Three have been given to community 
causes and 180 have just been sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution around the world 
where there is a need. 

This is an important ministry the Members at Peace are sharing with the greater community. 

Carol Mueller February 02 

Kellie Kintzing February 06 

 Sharon Hogan February 09 

 John Baber February 10 

 Susan Finn February 18 

 George Simek February 18 

 Bernice Mason February 20 

Britni Tenold February 22 

 Robert Miller February 24 

 Keith Johnson February 25 

Griffin Morton-Yates February 25 

Robin Goodheart February 28 
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Staff E-mail Addresses 

 

 Pastor Seth Rumage 

  pastorrumage@gmail.com  

   

  

Administrative Assistant Kim Braaton 

 peaceoffice1301@gmail.com 

 

Congregational News 

Find Peace Lutheran on  
Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
PeaceLutheranBillings 
 
Watch worship live or on your own time. 
Keep up-to-date with goings on at church. 
Even send a message to chat with Pastor 
Seth! 

Also check out our website at 
https://www.peacelutheranbillings.com/ 
Find monthly newsletters and calendars,  
information about worship, food pantry, 
and youth ministries! 

As you likely saw in our Annual Report, Giving was lower than expected in 

December 2025, which ultimately brought us to an annual deficit of just under 

$4,200. This represents a 1.6% deficit for the year. While not ideal, the council 

was not concerned about this small deficit. We project each year a “break-

even” budget, and for 2026, our budgeted expenses are right in line with 2025 

income. The Annual Report will continue to be available in its digital form on 

our website through the month of February, and in paper copy as long as 

there remain copies available. Please look at the budget reports on pages 36-

39 for more information. 

 

Thank you to everyone who continues to give generously to the church. We 

understand that there are financial stressors affecting you all and appreciate 

your giving, no matter how much you are able to share 

with the congregation. Giving has been strong so far in 

January 2026 and we will report those numbers in the 

March Newsletter. We look forward to continuing the 

strong, important work God has placed before us in 

2026 and beyond! 

 

mailto:pastorrumage@gmail.com
mailto:PeaceOffice1301@gmail.com
https://secure.myvanco.com/YJWD/home
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WORSHIP THEMES 

January 31 & February 1st 
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Je-
sus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who 
mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling 
in this countercultural way of living and serving.  
Micha 6:1-8, Psalm 15, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12 
 

February 7th & 8th 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose 
the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In 
another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to 
let the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to 
shine with the light of Christ.  
Isaiah 58:1-9a, Psalm 112:1-9, 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20 
 

February 14th & 15th 
 Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close to-
day and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as 
God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces 
his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal 
journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. 
This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.  
Exodus 24:12-18, Psalm 2, Psalm 99, 2 Peter 1:16-21, Matthew 17:1-9 
 

February 21st & 22nd 
Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our 
Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be bap-
tized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten 
journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to 
nourish us for the days ahead.  
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7, Psalm 32, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11 
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Congregational News 

Women of the ELCA Circles:  

Everyone is welcome!  
 

Ruth Circle 

Meets second Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. 

Pizza Hut 2530 King Ave W   

 

Katie Circle 

Meets second Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meets 
Wednesdays at 6:30 am in the  

Fellowship Hall.  
New-comers and one-timers are  

always welcome. 
Bring yourself and your appetite–  

food and Bible study resources will be 
provided! 

Delegates to Ministries 
 

Christikon   
Katrina Rumage 
Kristi Bummer 
Ruby Olmstead 
    
Endowment Trustees  
Joan Brown 
Kristi Bummer 
Jeff Murray 
Greg Popp 
Melissa Sider 
 
Lutheran Center 
Pastor Seth Rumage*  
Jeff Murray 
 
Shepherd Cluster 
Dave Draeger 
Julie Draeger 
 
St. John’s Ministries  
Jerilyn Dukart 
Bob Peterson 
 
Synod Assembly Delegates 
Clarice Beery 
Julie Draeger 
 
 
†Designates Committee Chair 
*Designates Congregation 
Council Member 
 

Congregational Committees 
 

Abundant Life  
Mike Brown* 
Jeff Murray 
Bob Peterson† 
Danny Quanbeck 
Rhonda Sappington 
 

Congregational Life  
Joan Brown 
Molly Johnson 
Holli Miller†* 
Jeff Murray 
Deb Sider 
Melissa Sider 
 

Education/Youth 
Jan Bakko 
Julie Morton-Yates 
Ruby Olmstead 
Jody Pierce 
Katrina Rumage 
Melissa Sider 
Holly Suek* 
 

Mission and Service 
Ann & Erl Barsness 
Paula Jackson 
Rick & Barb Olson 
Linda Strosky 
Weyland Zeller†* 
 

Mutual Ministry 
Bob Bakko* 
Ann Barsness 
Bob Peterson 
Jody Pierce 
Chuck Sider 
 

Nominating 
Lois Gorseth 
Rhonda Sappington 
Melissa Sider 
(Council Appointed in November) 
(Council Appointed in November) 
 

Personnel 
Bob Bakko* 
Melissa Sider 
 

Property 
Jeff Murray† 
Paul Strosky 
Louis Taylor* 
 

Scholarship 
Wendy Goodheart 
Holli Miller* 
Melissa Sider 
 

Worship  
Ann Barsness 
Julie Draeger 
Wendy Goodheart 

February Serving Committee 
 

Holli Miller, Chair 
Rod Miller 
Julie/Dave Draeger 
Kellie/James Kintzing 
Peggy/Dean Welliever 
Robbie/Casey Miller 
Lisa/Kevin Donovan 



 

 



 

 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Non-Profit Organization 

1301 Avenue D 

Billings, MT 59102-3196 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


