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Peace Lutheran Church,        (406) 252-5504 

1301 Ave. D, Billings, MT 59102      peacelutheranbillings.com 

Leadership Directory  
 

Pastor:  Rev. Seth Rumage 
pastorrumage@gmail.com 

Office 406-252-5504  Cell 406-298-2672 
 

Administrative Assistant: Kim Braaton 
peaceoffice1301@gmail.com 

Office 406-252-5504  
 

Youth Director: Natalie Olson 
peacelcyouth@gmail.com 

Office 406-252-5504 
 
Bells of Peace: Julie Draeger  
Altar Guild Treasure r: Molly Johnson 
WELCA Treasurer: Connie Hausauer 
 

Church Council  
President: Jeff Murray 
Vice President: Weyland Zeller 
Secretary: Holli Miller 
Treasurer: Steve Frank 
 
Bob Bakko– dr.bobbakkolcpc@gmail.com 
Steve Frank– frankystorm01@msn.com  
Holli Miller– h.miller1@bresnan.net 
Jeff Murray– jeffreytmurray@yahoo.com 
Jody Pierce– bjjpierce@hotmail.com 
Holli Suek– hollybehlke@gmail.com  
Louis Taylor– ejltaylor@gmail.com 
Weyland Zeller– weyland.zeller@gmail.com  

September and October are traditionally a time in the church year when 
congregations engage in stewardship series. In these months, the council is 
starting to look at the budget for the upcoming year. The various ministry 
groups and committees are beginning to consider what their needs for the 
next twelve months will be. People in the pews are looking at their own 
finances and thinking about how they can best share their resources with 
their church and other organizations to have the greatest impact for the 
kingdom of God. Here at Peace, we are entering into that stewardship season 
again. 

In past years, we have taken a number of approaches to stewardship. We’ve 
done the Pony Express a few times, with varying success. We’ve done a 
worship/sermon series. We’ve done a simpler mailing to congregation 
members. We’ve had consecration meals, in which we have celebrated 
together the success of another year of ministry. Last year, right around this 
time, we had our 75th anniversary celebration of Peace Lutheran Church, 
which gave us a number of opportunities to reflect on the ways that the 
congregation has followed God’s call over the years.  

This year, the Abundant Life Committee and I are developing another 
stewardship program. We will present a pamphlet similar to last years, which 
will share important financial information from the last year of Peace’s 
ministries. We’ll include a Time and Talent Survey, similar to the one we sent 
out a few years ago. As always, there will be an Estimate of Giving card we 
will ask your family to fill out and return to the church office. Our hope is that 
this will continue to help us all intentionally consider how we can best put our 
resources toward serving God and the kingdom. 

Speaking of using resources we share to serve God’s kingdom, I’d like to share 
with you a few ways I have seen Peace participating in the work God has 
called us to in the first three quarters of 2025.  

You may remember that we had nearly a $50,000 budget surplus in 2024. At 
our Annual Meeting in January, the congregation decided to put 50% of this 
surplus into savings and distribute the other 50% to a number of local, 
national, and international ministry efforts. What an amazing show of 
stewardship, as we blessed others out of our blessing! 

Alongside that surplus gift, Peace continues to give 6% of its undesignated 
income to other organizations through our quarterly gifts. So far, we have 
distributed over $6,000 to ministry partners through these gifts. (Q3 gifts will 
be determined in October and Q4 will be determined in the new year.) 

Peace Office Hours  
 See Schedule on page 4 

Call Ahead Before Stopping By  

Weekly Worship Schedule 
  

Saturday: 5:00 pm  
In-Person and on Facebook 

 

Sunday: 10:00 am 
In-Person 

 

Sunday: 11:00 am, 5:30 pm 
Community Channel 7 
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Prayer Concerns of those we prayed for in July 
For the Church 
Yehiel Curry – Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Ben Quanbeck – Montana Synod Bishop 
  
For the world 
Peace in Ukraine 
Victims of violence and war in Israel and Gaza 
Peace in the Middle East 
President Donald Trump and officials at all levels of govern-
ment 
 
For illness or injuries of members 
Gertie Gross   John & Rosanne Modde 
Jim & Geri Frasch  Hank Tungstall   
Darlene Thompson   Marlene Thomson  
Lawanda Sherseth  Eva Wilker   
Gayle Bummer   Karen Hann   
Kathi & Erik Aslakson 
 
For illness or injuries of family and friends 
Pam – Lois Gorseth’s friend, cancer treatment 
Kelly Miller – Pastor Kim Wilker’s daughter, cancer 
Gary Boje – Darlene Thompson's brother, recovery 
Denise –  Bonnie Hovik Clausen's daughter in law 
Garry Fink – cancer treatment  
Laura Fisher –  Jodi Peterson's cousin, cancer 
Josh Wilker – son of Kim & Terri, reentry after prison 
Drew Echales – friend of the Rumage family, medical diagnosis 
JC– John Modde’s Son, lung cancer 
Renae Killmer—Marlin & Muriel Overstreet’s daughter, cancer 
Nancy– Molly Johnson’s mother, recovering from fall 
Tommy Murphy—Nephew of Susan Andersen, Medical Rea-
sons 
Carol and Gary - siblings of Lois Gorseth - recurring cancer 
Adrian Mantei - Connie’s son, recovering after hospitalization 
Patty- Susan Finn’s Sister-in-law, lymphoma 
Pierson Oberlander– child in NICU 
Joe Olson– Natalie’s Father, Cancer surgery 
 
For those who are grieving 

Family and friends of Ron Zech, who died September 19. 
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Congregational News 

The quilters at Peace meet each Wednesday morning, 9:00 a.m. to noon, in the basement at 
Peace.  If you are interested in quilting or learning how to tie quilts, come and join us.  We take a 
break for coffee and a visit around 10:30.  The quilts you have seen displayed in the basement 
reception hall are examples of our handiwork.  This past year we made 183 quilts which you saw 
displayed on the church pews at the beginning of May.   Three have been given to community 
causes and 180 have just been sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution around the world 
where there is a need. 

This is an important ministry the Members at Peace are sharing with the greater community. 

Happy Birthday to you all! 

If your birthday is incorrect or missing,  

please contact the office at  

peaceoffice1301@gmail.com                       
to let us know! 

 Carol Fortune October 03 

 Wendy Goodheart October 03 

 Richard Olson October 04 

 Matt Suek October 04 

 Rita Wyman October 08 

 Roger Schatzke October 11 

 Lisa Grimsley October 12 

 Stephanie Ali Musah October 16 

Taryn Hauglie October 17 

 Hank Hewett October 26 

 Sylvia Peterson October 28 

 Bob Gilbertson October 29 

 Richard Robbins October 30 

 Marlene Thomson October 31 
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Continued from Page 1 

We’ve kept the vital work of the food pantry going, through financial gifts, gifts in kind, and a dedicated volunteer base. The impact 
of this ministry cannot be overstated. So many people are feeling stressed by financial constraints and our provision of free, 
unburdened food makes a huge difference in the lives of our neighbors. 

The second half of the summer and the beginning of the school year brought about a major focus on youth programming, as the 
Education/Youth & Family Committee, Natalie, and I worked to put together a comprehensive curriculum for the youth at Peace. As 
I have mentioned to you before, this is the first time in over a decade that we have a confirmation class and weekend youth 
education available on a regular basis. The time and talents of our committees, staff, and families have made this possible, as well as 
the financial gifts given specifically to support youth programming. 

Moving into the fall/winter and new year, we have some other exciting stewardship opportunities coming up. The council is 
considering how to use a $25,000 life insurance benefit from the estate of Lisa Grimsley. We are looking into a number of grants to 
help keep the food pantry going and to help continue to develop the Godly Play program. As we look to the 2026 calendar year, we 
are not looking at the same budget surplus we had last year, but we do appear to be close to having a balanced budget or even a 
modest surplus. All of these things are possible because you continue to see the importance of the work Peace Lutheran is doing 
and you are “buying in,” both literally and figuratively. 

I hope you can see in the words above that stewardship is so much more than simply keeping the lights on in the building and 
paying the pastor’s salary. (Though these are important! Thank you for taking care of the basic things so that we can do great things 
together!) Stewardship is about looking at how we work together to share our resources of time, talent, and treasure so that we can 
continue to do the work God has called us to do. 

Keep an eye out for more stewardship information in the coming weeks, and thank you again for all the ways you support the work 
of this congregation for the sake of the kingdom of God! 

Peace, 
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Staff E-mail Addresses 

Pastor Seth Rumage 

 pastorrumage@gmail.com  

   

 Administrative Assistant Kim Braaton 

  peaceoffice1301@gmail.com 

 

Youth Director Natalie Olson 

 peacelcyouth@gmail.com 

Congregational News 

Find Peace Lutheran on  
Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
PeaceLutheranBillings 
 
Watch worship live or on your own time. 
Keep up-to-date with goings on at church. 
Even send a message to chat with Pastor 
Seth! 

Also check out our website at 
https://www.peacelutheranbillings.com/ 
Find monthly newsletters and calendars,  
information about worship, food pantry, 
and youth ministries! 

While July 2025 was the lowest giving July since 2019, August 2025 was the 

highest giving August in the same amount of time. Thank you to 

everyone who helped us make a large step in making up our year-to-date 

deficit. As mentioned in the pastor’s article, we are in very good financial 

standing at the moment, and this is because you continue to give to the 

missions and ministries of Peace Lutheran Church. 

 

Stewardship letters will be in the mail in the first few weeks of October, 

and we hope to have your time and talent surveys, as well as your 

estimate of giving cards back by the beginning of November. Please 

continue to prayerfully consider the ways that your family can support 

Peace Lutheran Church, through financial gifts, volunteering for various 

ministries, or serving on council or committees.  

 

mailto:pastorrumage@gmail.com
mailto:PeaceOffice1301@gmail.com
mailto:peacelcyouth@gmail.com
https://secure.myvanco.com/YJWD/home
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WORSHIP THEMES 

 
October 4&5 
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth 
of faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required 
for the life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, 
and the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive 
them with thanksgiving.  
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4, Psalm 37:1-9, 2 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 17:5-10 
 

October 11 & 12 
It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism have healed us. The 
body and blood of Jesus in holy communion have made us clean. We have died 
with Christ and been raised with him. For all this we have returned to offer 
thanks. From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to share the good news.  
2 Kings 5:1-3,7-15c, Psalm 111, 2 Timothy 2:8-15, Luke 17:11-19 
 

October 18 & 19 
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today. 
Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly 
to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be 
blessed.  
Genesis 32:22-31, Psalm 121, 2 Timothy 3:14, 4:5, Luke 18:1-8 
 

October 25 & 26 
Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel 
and all around us. All creation stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. 
God’s people shall be accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to 
sinners. For this we worship and glorify God forever.  
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22, Psalm 84:1-7, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18, Luke 18:9-14 
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Family Promise guests will be at Peace October 5~12. 

One of my favorite children’s stories is “Stone Soup.”  (My favorite of them all is Pete Seeger’s 
“Some Friends to Feed.”) 

There are many versions of this story, different cultures have their own twist to it.  The   
story tells about some strangers who come into a village.  They are very hungry and begin to 
knock on doors to see if anyone has food to share.  No one does.  So, they come up with a plan 
to teach the villagers how to make stone soup.  “Bring what you’ve got.  Put it in the pot, we’re 
making stone soup” they shout.  The people begin to bring a little of what they have for the 
soup and it all goes into the pot in the village square.  The strangers have the mysterious,       
delicious stone to add.  When it’s all cooked and done, they all enjoy the best soup the villagers 
have ever had (and they made new friends too!).  And there’s enough for everyone. 

We always had a Stone Soup party every fall at preschool.  The kids would bring food 
from home.  We all worked at chopping up the vegetables (mostly vegetables, but there was 
definitely a variety of food!), we made butter and cornbread. And we added our special stone 
to the soup (yep, we washed it!).  We invited family and friends to come and enjoy the story 
and the soup. 

On the day of the party, we ate the soup, cornbread, and butter.  Just like the villagers, 
people said it was the best soup they’d ever had!  What made it so good?  We always laughed 
and said, “the stone, of course!” 

But was it really the stone?  I don’t think so.  It was all the special food the kids brought, 
the work they did to cut the food up, make the butter and cornbread.  It was the invitation to 
come and join us!  It was the smiles on their faces when they shared the soup with their family 
and friends. 

It’s the same with Family Promise.  We each bring our unique gifts to the program.    
Maybe you will feed our guests dinner, or spend time playing with the kids, or maybe you can 
help on Sunday morning after church to make their rooms cozy and warm or maybe the next 
Sunday wash their bedding.   And with each gift, we welcome them to Peace (and maybe make 
new friends).  It all works together to make “the best week some of the guests have ever had.” 

So…” bring what you’ve got.  Put it in the pot.  We’re making stone soup!” 

We hope you can help with Family Promise, October 5 ~ 12 (and if not this time, maybe 
another time!).  The sign-up sheet is in the narthex.  Or give one of us a call if you have ques-
tions.   

Debbie Smith ~ 406-670-0974    Jan Bakko ~ 406-208-4022 
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Congregational News 

Women of the ELCA Circles:  

Everyone is welcome!  
 

Ruth Circle 

Meets second Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. 

Pizza Hut 2530 King Ave W   

 

Katie Circle 

Meets second Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meets 
Wednesdays at 6:30 am in the  

Fellowship Hall.  
New-comers and one-timers are  

always welcome. 
Bring yourself and your appetite–  

food and Bible study resources will be 
provided! 

Next Newsletter Deadline: 

October 23 , 2025 

Please send newsletter information to 

peaceoffice1301@gmail.com  

Delegates to Ministries 
 

Christikon   
Katrina Rumage 
Kristi Bummer 
    
Endowment Trustees  
Kristi Bummer 
Dave Draeger 
Greg Popp 
Chuck Sider 
Melissa Sider 
 
Lutheran Center 
Pastor Seth Rumage*  
Jeff Murray* 
 
Shepherd Cluster 
Dave Draeger 
Julie Draeger 
 
St. John’s Ministries  
Mary Mosdal 
Jerilyn Dukart 
 
Synod Assembly Delegates 
Louis Taylor* 
Nancy Taylor 
 
 
†Designates Committee Chair 
*Designates Congregation 
Council Member 
 

Congregational Committees 
 

Abundant Life  
Bob Bakko* 
Mike Brown 
Jeff Murray*  
Bob Peterson† 
Danny Quanbeck 
Rhonda Sappington 
 

Congregational Life  
Joan Brown 
Molly Johnson 
Holli Miller†* 
Jeff Murray* 
Deb Sider 
Melissa Sider 
 

Education/Youth 
Jan Bakko 
Julie Morton-Yates 
Ruby Olmstead 
Jody Pierce* 
Katrina Rumage 
Melissa Sider 
Holly Suek* 
 

Mission and Service 
Ann & Erl Barsness 
Paula Jackson 
Rick & Barb Olson 
Linda Strosky 
Weyland Zeller†* 
 

Mutual Ministry 
Mike Brown 
Holli Miller* 
Bob Peterson 
Sharon Schatzke 
Chuck Sider 
 

Nominating 
Rhonda Sappington 
Geroge Simek 
Peggy Welliever 
(2 slots will be filled by outgoing 
council members in November 
2025) 
 

Personnel 

Bob Bakko* 
Melissa Sider 
 

Property 
Jeff Murray†* 
Paul Strosky 
Louis Taylor* 
 

Scholarship 
Wendy Goodheart 
Holli Miller* 
Melissa Sider 
 

Worship  
Ann Barsness 
Julie Draeger 
Wendy Goodheart 

October Serving Committee 
 

Deb/Chuck Sider, Chair 
Nate/Melissa Sider 
Jeff Murray 
Stephanie Ali Musah 
Luke/Julie Morton-Yates 
Brian Kline/Lauren Klees 
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PRAYER VENTURES 

October 

  1 Pray for scientists, pastors, science teachers and oth-
ers who explore the intersection of faith and science 
through the Lutheran Alliance for Faith, Science and 
Technology. Ask for God’s wisdom to discern the bene-
fits, consequences and use of technology to promote 
the well-being of humankind, communities and crea-
tion.  

2 Ask the Spirit to guide and bless members of the ELCA 
Church Council as they support the work and mission of 
the ELCA churchwide organization. Give thanks to God 
for their faith, gifts and diligence.  

3 Remember in prayer youth and adult leaders gather-
ing for the ELCA Gathering Expedition retreat at Lu-
therhill camp in La Grange, Texas. Pray that their week-
end together will nurture faith, stir questions and dis-
cussions, and connect them more deeply with one an-
other — siblings in Christ who find strength and nour-
ishment in community.  

4 Today the Rev. Yehiel Curry is being installed as pre-
siding bishop of our church. Give thanks to God for 
faithful leaders who inspire and guide our church to be 
passionate, creative and tireless in proclaiming the gos-
pel and doing God’s work in the world.  

5 Pray for the Spirit to guide and inspire those gathered 
for the Conference of Bishops as they worship and 
study together, advise the presiding bishop on church-
wide planning and ecumenical relations, review pro-
posals for the ELCA Church Council, and work on 
matters related to rostered ministers.  

6 “The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’ 
The Lord replied, ‘If you had faith the size of a mustard 
seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted 
and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you’” (Luke 
17:5-6). Praise God for judging us not by the depth of 
our faith but through a lens of love, forgiveness and 
concern for us as treasured children.  

7 Give thanks for ELCA Youth Ministry and the ELCA 
Youth Ministry Network. Pray for their faith formation 
programs, leadership training events and resources for 
youth, and for leaders serving in children, youth and 
family ministries  

8 In the first eight months of this year, there were 292 
mass shootings and more than 28,400 gun-related injuries 
and deaths (gunviolencearchive.org). Pray for those who 
suffer grief and trauma due to gun violence or accidental 
shootings. Ask God to help us be steadfast and wise in our 
advocacy to end gun violence and our care for those im-
pacted.  
9 Give thanks for our siblings in Christ — near and far — 
with whom we join in proclaiming the good news of Jesus 
Christ, who frees us from the bondage of death, gives life, 
renews our hope and sets us on a path of compassion, ser-
vice and generosity.  
10 Pray for musicians and worship leaders participating in 
the Music that Makes Community retreat in Albuquerque, 
N.M., that they will sharpen their skills for leading songs 
and instrumental music in faith communities.  
11 Ask God to bless the work of farmers, ranchers and ag-
ricultural workers. Give thanks for their vocations and the 
diverse roles they play in bringing food to our tables and 
around the world.  
12 In the Gospel of Luke, when 10 men with a skin disease 
approach Jesus in search of mercy and healing, Jesus never 
hesitates. Give thanks to God for attending to our needs 
and tribulations, and for the love and forgiveness that flow 
to us through Jesus Christ.  
13 Indigenous Peoples’ Day Today we remember and hon-
or Indigenous people — our neighbors and siblings in 
Christ. Lift up prayers of gratitude for the cultures, tradi-
tions, spirituality and history of Indigenous people and 
tribal nations. Ask the Spirit to guide and enrich our lives 
together, helping us remain faithful to our shared journey 
toward truth and healing in the church and society.  
14 “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in 
the company of the upright, in the congregation” (Psalm 
111:1). Give thanks to the Spirit, who gathers us together 
in community to praise God, reflect on the word of God, 
celebrate the sacraments, respond to the needs of our 
neighbors and encourage one another in doing God’s work 
in the world every day.  
15 Give thanks and praise for God’s inexhaustible grace, 
which liberates us from despair when we feel ill-equipped 
to deal with our troubles.  

https://www.elca.org/
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PRAYER VENTURES 

October 

 

 
16 Give thanks and pray for those in our communities 
who serve in law enforcement, that they will be safe, 
affirmed in their vocations and led by the Spirit to exer-
cise justice, fairness and wisdom in their duties.  
17 Pray for ELCA campus ministries, that their reach and 
impact will grow among students, faculty, staff and oth-
ers through worship, study, fellowship and service. Give 
thanks for the work of Lutheran Campus Ministry Net-
work, which strengthens advocating for ministry on col-
lege and university campuses.  
18 Luke, Evangelist Ask the Spirit to help us express our 
faith, share the good news of Jesus Christ with confi-
dence and enthusiasm, and invite others to join the com-
munity of siblings in Christ who do God’s work in the 
world.  
19 Ask God to grant justice to those who suffer discrimi-
nation and inequity, and ask the Spirit to help us be 
bearers of God’s justice in the world.  
20 Remember in prayer our ministries in seven countries 
in Asia and the Pacific region. Pray for ELCA Global Mis-
sion personnel and Young Adults in Global Mission who 
work alongside companion churches to spread the gos-
pel, equip leaders, teach, respond to community needs 
and strive for justice.  
21 “The time is coming when people will not put up with 
sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
desires and will turn away from listening to the truth and 
wander away to myths” (2 Timothy 4:3-4). Pray that the 
Spirit will give us insight and guidance when we struggle 
to distinguish God’s truth from the falsehoods that lead 
us astray.  
22 Ask God to strengthen and sustain those who work 
for peace between nations, including diplomats, negotia-
tors, religious leaders and heads of state. Pray that they 
will find new ways to work though impasses, implement 
just and lasting peace agreements, and address the 
needs of those impacted by war and civil conflict.  
23 Pray for congregations going through challenging 
times, that they will find resources and assistance to re-
new their sense of mission and their resolve to be God’s 
loving presence in their communities.  

 24 Pray for Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry, that his faith, 
his ministry experiences and the counsel of his siblings 
in Christ will inspire wisdom and equip him for guiding 
our church and its leaders to be persistent and creative 
in proclaiming God’s restorative love.  
25 Ask God to help us create safe and uplifting commu-
nities of faith where all people can gather to hear the 
word of God, share the good news of Jesus, celebrate 
God’s amazing love and promises, care for one another 
and encourage one another to follow Christ in our daily 
lives.  
26 Reformation Sunday Give thanks for our living, grow-
ing and changing church, which asserts its identity and 
purpose in the good news of Jesus Christ — God’s free 
gift of grace and new life for the world  
27 Pray for refugees and immigrants in our country and 
throughout the world, that they will be welcomed by 
communities and churches that accompany them 
through the challenges of rebuilding their lives.  
28 Pray for Racial Justice Ministries of the ELCA and give 
thanks for a gospel proclaiming that Christ’s church is 
for all people. Ask God for the courage to confront rac-
ism and seek fairness and justice in the church and soci-
ety.  
29 Lift up prayers of thanksgiving and joy that in God we 
find strength, life, happiness, hope and an eternal 
home.  
30 Remember in prayer students who experience diffi-
culties in school — academic, emotional, physical or so-
cial. Pray that they will receive care and support from 
teachers, counselors and peers so that they will grow 
confident and thrive.  
31 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 
gathering for the assembly of the Allegheny Synod, that 
the Spirit will strengthen, guide and inspire them as 
they reflect on the mission of the church, choose lead-
ers and encourage one another to proclaim the gospel 
and serve our neighbors in need.  

https://www.elca.org/
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Lutefisk Dinner 

Sunday, November 2nd, 4:00 PM 

Peace Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

 

Volunteers are needed to help set up, food preparation and clean up. 

Contact Holli Miller: 406-672-9916 or h.miller1@bresnan.net 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Non-Profit Organization 

1301 Avenue D 

Billings, MT 59102-3196 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


